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September 24, 2021 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 
Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

Next Meeting:  Council, 09-27-21, 7:00 pm 

Assistant City Manager Natalie Dean reports more progress on the Neighborhood 

Enhancement Program Grant. This week, 124 Sherwood was completed. The homeowner 

received a new front door and storm, her concrete steps were painted and the railing was 

replaced. It made a huge difference to the aesthetics of her home and the homeowner is 

thrilled. 

 

                                                  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Steve Allen, Code Enforcement Officer, reports on overall enforcement. 

This week’s code enforcement activities included: 49 inspections 
  

1. 7 weed and grass violations closed mowed by owners. 

2. 7 weed and grass violations mowed by contractor. 

3. 12 new weed and grass violations. 

4. 1 blight violations re-inspection, still open  

5. 8 new blight violations. 

6. 1 new abandon automobile violation. 

7. 2 new exterior property maintenance violations. 

8. 6 exterior property maintenance violations re-inspection still open. 

9. 3 parking violation resolved, vehicle remove. 

10. 2 new political sign violation. 

  

Director of Public Services Chad Tyrakowski shares items from a very full project list. 
 

Grounds 

 Tree Servants sprayed the driveway    

to Grounds/Parks Dept. 

 Large tree limb fell on W. Division at 

Green St. 

 Fire Pit has arrived for Beckwith Park 

 Timers were reset for lights at the 

skate park 

 

Water 

 Provided Wayne Township with 

information for ISO audit 

 CCWS Directional Hydrant Flushing underway 

 CCWS Tower  

o L&T Painting completed follow-ups 

 Dixon Authorized complete & recommended payment (came-in under budget due 

to condition/material of existing expansion joint) 

 EGLE determined the CCWS/Village of Cassopolis interconnect could be used 

 EGLE also determined CCWS sampling frequency requirements could be reduced due to 

purpose of chemicals 

 Received reports from Reliable Generator for servicing CAUA Generators 

 

Sewer 

 Working to complete WWTP Asset Management Annual Report 

 Scheduled Fournier sludge press service for 1st week of November 

 Assisted SLAUA with a couple of requests for 

information, as well as an isolated power outage 

 Continue USDA project prep 

 Continue work on sewer between Commercial & 

Beeson 

 

 

 

 

 



Electric 

 Private tree on McCleary lost large limb, snapping pole 

o Assisted by DPW, MEC replaced pole 

 Service line snapped line on Oak and W-RR               (MEC repaired) 

 Trees making open wires and transformer short/arc on Spruce   (MEC trimmed tree) 

 Hit/run damaged a decorative street light in the 

median on Main St.  

 Rotten, private tree fell on W. High took-out 2 city 

electric poles, 2 communication poles, a transformer, 

lines, etc. 

o MEC & DPW worked together to clear the 

tree, set new poles, and reattach lines 

 Thank you to PD/FD for assisting with securing the 

scenes until safe with all of these 

 

Projects 

 N. Paul sidewalk completion delayed 

due to rain. 

Crews are back on-site today  

 Working on pricing to dig 20’ & tap 2 

Spruce Sewer Connections 

 Prepping for demolition of fire-

damaged structure @404 Thickstun 

o Issued MEC w/o to retire service 

Other 

 Handheld meter reader broke—item is out for repair 

 City-Wide Diversity Training 

 Vehicle Auction—All SOLD—DPW grossed $7,350 for 3 Vehicles 

 
Dowagiac Area History Museum Director Steve Arseneau reports that  

The Dowagiac Area History Museum held its annual ‘Keep History Alive’ fundraiser on 

Wednesday after a one-year absence due to the pandemic. The event at Marion Magnolia 

Farms drew 150 area supporters for an event featuring dinner from Wood, Stock and Grill, 

and silent and live auctions featuring over 100 items donated by local businesses and 

individuals. The event was a great success with 

$40,000 raised after expenses—almost double the 

amount raised at the last event in 2019.  

 

The highlight of the 

evening was the live 

auction, which included 

sports tickets, Round 

Oak artifacts, Civil War 

books and a stay on 

Drummond Island. The 

live auction progressed 

very well with several items going for over $1,000 and the 

entire crowd recognizing that this was going to be a great event 

for the museum’s fundraising efforts. The final auction item—



an original watercolor by noted local artist Alice Lewis—turned it into an extraordinary event 

with it selling for $14,000!  

 

“Thank you” to everyone who made the event a success: the Museum Advisory Committee, 

supporters and businesses that contributed to the auction, Marion Magnolia Farms, event 

sponsors, food and drink vendors, and all the people who came out and bid often and bid high. 
 

    

The Dowagiac Police and Fire Departments have teamed up with the American Red Cross 

and are hosting their 3rd Annual Blood Drive on October 22nd.   

 

Battle of the Badges is a friendly competition 

between Police & Fire to see who can 

generate the most pledges (blood donations.)  

The winners are our families and neighbors, 

but the ‘bragging rights’ that come along with 

generating that amount of support, can last 

the entire year for the winning team.  

 

Both departments invite other groups to 

participate.  Together we can give back in a way doesn’t cost a single penny. 

 

Schedule your appointment at www.redcrossblood.org  Sponsor Code: Dowagiac Fire 

 

 

Update – Vacant property has a new life as a 

community clinic. 

For the Love of Health Family Health Center, 412 Gray 

St., is hosting a grand opening reception for the facility 

from 2 pm to 6 pm on Friday, Oct. 1. 

 

Sincerely,     

 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/

